
On 7th October, I joined Roberto 
Magnifico, Partner and Board 
Member of Zest Innovation, along 
with Anders Nilsson, Co-Lead 
of Tech Italy Advocates for an 
#AskMeAnything session at Zest 
Group’s The Hub in central Rome.

Zest is the market leader in Italy in early 
stage venture capital, startup acceleration, 
open innovation and corporate venturing.  
They are currently over to over 40 
startups who are based at their excellent 
venue which sits above Rome’s Termini 
Railway Station.

You can learn more about Zest here: 
https://zestgroup.vc/en 

I was asked many questions during the 
evening about the history of Tech London 
Advocates and Global Tech Advocates, 
how the community operates and the 
role that the GTA community plays in 
tech hubs around the world.  I was also 
asked to share examples of how tech hubs 
successfully collaborate as well as the 
impact of AI, especially on young workers 
and graduate roles.  Anders was available 
to talk about Tech Italy Advocates and its 
role in Milan, Rome, Turin and elsewhere.

My impression during our discussion that 
the ecosystem has good opportunities 
ahead if it can leverage strengths and 
resources.  Challenges we discussed 
relate to the strength of funding for 
Italian startups, the talent base and the 
importance of getting a small number 
of prominent business and technology 
leaders from Italy to come together to 
better message what is needed and how 
the ecosystem can become stronger in 
the age of AI and deeptech.
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