RIYADH VISIT FOR LAUNCH OF TECH
SAUDI ADVOCATES APRIL 2025

| spent two days in Riyadh Y
with the co-leads of Tech

Saudi Advocates: Zainab \
Alamin, Sulafah Jabarti and
Paresh Deshmukh.

On 1eth April, Paresh and | attended EdgeX, the
Education Global Exhibition within the Human
Capability Initiative (HCI), part of the Saudi
Vision 2030 realisation programme. After that,
Zainab, Sulafah, Paresh and | held meetings
with new advisors to Tech Saudi Advocates:

¢ Sami Omar, Co-Founder of Madar, a cloud
venture builder and innovation advisor

¢ Ahmad Showail, Dean of the College
of Computer Science and Engineering
at Taibah University

e Safa Alrashed, Acting Deputy Minister
for Capabilities and Future Work at
the Ministry of Commmunications and
Information Technology of Saudi Arabia

Welcome and thank you to Sami, Ahmad
and Safa.

On 17th April, Paresh and | visited The Garage,
a fantastic (and very large) startup accelerator.
Many thanks to Lamya Alshammary for hosting
us and taking us around the facility; you can
learn more about The Garage here: https://
thegarage.sa

We then visited the British Embassy in Riyadh
and met with UK Ambassador to Saudi Arabia,
Neil Crompton, along with Trade and Investment
Director Peter Ashby and Cristina-Georgia

Paca, Science & Innovation Lead. It was a great
discussion and an opportunity to introduce
Tech Saudi Advocates and its importance in
Global Tech Advocates. We also discussed
opportunities to promote more UK-Saudi
engagement on tech.
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And then around 30 Founding Advocates joined
Paresh, Zainab, Sulafah and me at CODE to
launch Tech Saudi Advocates. The focus of the
event was to share the priorities for the group
which include:

Bridging the skills gap

Strengthening corridors across countries
Women empowerment

Supporting the startup ecosystem

Promoting corporate social responsibility

Naheed Afzal, lead of the Tech London
Advocates Pakistan working group joined
the event, and she and | had a fireside chat
about the Advocates community.

The Tech Saudi Advocates website is here:
https://techsaudiadvocates.org

GTA Launch Pad, including the Tech

Saudi Advocates, is here: https:/www.
aglobaltechadvocates.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/04/Tech-Saudi-Adv-Lauch-Pad-
CC-FINAL.pdf

After spending a couple of days in Riyadh,
there is clearly an ambitious plan to build a
vibrant tech ecosystem across Saudi Arabia
as part of the Vision 2030 plan. The focus on
entrepreneurs is strong, and there are many
initiatives in place to develop the workforce
with the skills needed to create a dynamic
digital economy.

| was pleasantly surprised to hear that 35% of
digital economy workers are women, which is
higher than most nations. This has also been
achieved in a relatively short time span. The
‘infrastructure’ is being invested to support

a world-leading digital economy: excellent
5G coverage, accelerators to nurture and
grow startups and funding, both from the
government and from the private sector to
sustain future growth.

| was also struck by the amount of building
and construction happening across Riyadh. |
joked with our new Tech Saudi Advocates that
perhaps a new symbol for the country could
be the (construction) crane, as | literally saw
hundreds across the city!

TECH
SAUDI
ADVOCATES

~

GLOBAL
TECH
ADVOCATES


https://www.globaltechadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Tech-Saudi-Adv-Lauch-Pad-CC-FINAL.pdf 
https://www.globaltechadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Tech-Saudi-Adv-Lauch-Pad-CC-FINAL.pdf 
https://www.globaltechadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Tech-Saudi-Adv-Lauch-Pad-CC-FINAL.pdf 
https://www.globaltechadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Tech-Saudi-Adv-Lauch-Pad-CC-FINAL.pdf 

