
On 24th March, I joined the  
first day of UK Southeast Asia 
Tech Week, organised by the 
UK Department for Business 
and Trade and the British 
Embassy Manila.  Over 300  
tech leaders and investors  
from across Philippines, UK  
and more attended the event  
to drive greater collaboration.

The opening was led by Laure Beaufils, UK 

Ambassador to Philippines, followed by a 

keynote from Martin Kent, His Majesty’s Trade 

Commissioner for Asia Pacific. During the event 

there were panel discussions focusing on topics 

like AI and diversity in tech. The event was also 

a platform for the 12 UK-based startups and 

scaleups who travelled to Manila to be part of 

the delegation.

I moderated a panel discussion on London  

Tech Week. I was joined by Martin Kent along 

with four Philippine tech leaders who have 

previously attended London Tech Week:

•	 Chaye Cabal Revilla, CEO, mWell

•	 Mike Maté, General Partner, Kickstart Ventures

•	 Lito Villanueva, Chief Innovation & Inclusion  

	 Officer, RCBC

•	 Jojo Malolos, CEO, PayMongo

All had excellent experiences from the week 

and described it as a ‘game changer’, ‘a great 

investment’ and ‘like Disneyland for great tech 

leaders.  We covered fintech, digital health and 

the investment landscape in Philippines.

Additional panel sessions focused on women 

in tech, AI and the importance of ASEAN in 

supporting Philippine tech.

PHILIPPINES VISIT FOR UK SOUTHEAST 
ASIA TECH WEEK  MARCH 2025

PHILIPPINES



On 25th March, I joined Amor Maclang, the 

lead of Tech Philippines Advocates and 

Founder of Digital Pilipanas, for a working 

session at the Department of Information 

Communication and Technology (DICT). The 

session was led by Jocelle Batapa-Sigue, 

Undersecretary for ICT Industry Development 

to discuss how TPA and GTA and other 

industry leaders can build more relationships 

with regional leaders across Philippines and 

expose them to the global tech ecosystem.

Several actions and next steps were agreed, 

and those attending the roundtable agreed to 

join a new Tech Philippines Advocates board. 

This group includes:

•	 Jocelle Batapa-Sigue, Undersecretary, 		
	 Department for Information and 			 
	 Communications Technology (DICT)

•	 Dick Chiang, CEO & Founder, Dragonpay  
	 & Fintech Philippines Association

•	 Chris Nelson, Executive Chairman, British  
	 Chamber of Commerce – Philippines

•	 Prof. Nelia Cruz Sarcol, President & CEO,  
	 Centre for International Education

•	 Michael Tiu Lim, VP – Business  
	 Developmennt, MegaGlobal and National  
	 ICT Confederation of the Philippines (NICP)

•	 Stephen Phillips, Senior Advisor,  
	 BDO Unibank

•	 AJ Rocero, Chief Officer – Growth &  
	 Innovation, Figari Solutions and Proptech  
	 Consortium of the Philippines

•	 Keith Harrison, President, Rotary Club  

	 of Makati

In terms of area of focus, Jocelle, Amor and 

the group agreed to prioritise the following:  

Fintech, Proptech, Edutech, Agritech, 

Healthtech and Climatetech.  The Tech 

Philippines Advocates board and group will 

reach out to other GTA geographic groups 

and working groups to identify best practices.

A further step will be to work with NICP 

(National ICT Confederation of the Philippines) 

to invite a representative from each of the 

136 ICT councils to join GTA.  A last point 

discussed was to invite GTA Leaders from 

Southeast Asia to attend Philippine Global 

Digital Week from June 16th.
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